
 

Agenda Item No. 9a| 

 

 
Meeting Date:  March 22, 2023 

Staff Contact:  Charles W. Kolberg, General Counsel  
 

TITLE: R-23-3 – Adopting a Utility Franchise Agreement with the Village of 
Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
ACTION: Recommend Approval 
 
SUMMARY:  
The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority (Water Authority) needs 
permission to use the rights-of-way in each of the jurisdictions we serve. In this 
proposed franchise agreement, the Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque grants the 
Water Authority permission to locate pipes and facilities in and under the streets of the 
Village. Franchise agreements include a provision for rent for the use of the streets 
which is collected in the form of a franchise fee on each ratepayer’s bill and then paid to 
the jurisdiction. The franchise fee under this and other Water Authority franchise 
agreements is 4% of the gross revenue obtained from serving customers in the subject 
jurisdiction. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. The franchise fee is collected directly from ratepayers in the jurisdiction and 
passed on to the government granting the franchise. 
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ALBUQUERQUE BERNALILLO COUNTY 
WATER UTILITY AUTHORITY 

 
 
BILL NO.  R-23-3 | 

 
 

RESOLUTION 1 

ADOPTING A UTILITY FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH THE VILLAGE OF LOS 2 

RANCHOS DE ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 3 

WHEREAS, the Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, New Mexico (“Village”) 4 

is a municipal corporation which is authorized to grant a franchise to the Albuquerque 5 

Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority (“Water Authority”) for the provision of water and 6 

wastewater service and construction, maintenance and operation of the Water Authority’s 7 

facilities and distribution systems within the Village’s streets and public rights-of-way; and, 8 

WHEREAS, the Village has had a franchise agreement with the Water Authority 9 

which was continued on an implied basis since its expiration date; and, 10 

WHEREAS, the Village and the Water Authority desire to extend the existing 11 

franchise agreement under the terms adopted by the parties in a successor franchise 12 

agreement. 13 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WATER AUTHORITY:  14 

That the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority hereby adopts the 15 

franchise agreement adopted on November 9, 2022, by the Governing Body of the Village 16 

of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, Ordinance No. 291. 17 
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