
Water Resources Division

Drought Update

Mark Kelly, PE
Water Resources Division Manager



Drought Monitor



Regional Drought Monitor

March 8, 2022 March 7, 2023



Albuquerque 
Temperature



Albuquerque 
Precipitation



Low Flows in 
Albuquerque 

Reach

Regional Snow 
Accumulation 



Seasonal Drought 
Outlook



Questions?



Mark Kelly, PE
Water Resources Division Manager



Conservation 
Water Resources Division

Water 2120 Policy D Continued progress in 
conservation to achieve a gallons per capita per 
day (GPCD) water usage of 110 will further extend 
our water supplies even in the face of climate 
change. The Authority shall utilize the conservation 
program to reduce GPCD to 110 by 2037. 
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Conservation works to achieve this goal through a three-part strategy: 

Education: We educate our customers through 

our 505Outside website, print publications, on 

site consultations, workshops and presentations. 

Also, started a Water Smart Academy for 

professional landscapes in 2020.  

Incentives: We provide several rebates focused 

on outdoor water conservation, as well as a 

Water Smart Customer Performance Rebate 

(Water Smart CPR). Also offer leak audits, 

conservation kits and a washing machine rebate.  

Enforcement: We are responsible for managing 

compliance with the Water Waste Reduction 

Ordinance.  This involves inspecting reports of 

water waste, working with owners and property 

managers to resolve issues, and assessing fees  



Conservation  Education

• Community classes
• Large Users Water Management Reports 
• Partners Leak Report and Audits
• Customer support

• Free conservation kits
• Ask an Expert 
• Leak Phone Consultations
• Irrigation Consultations
• Low Income Audits, Retrofit Kits

• 505 Outside website and monthly 
newsletter

• Irrigation Guide
• Water Smart Academy: professional 

landscapers 



Xeriscape 
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Conservation Enforcement

• Then: fees

• Now: Warnings, 
Consultations, then 
Violations.



Drought 
Management 

Plan 

The Drought plan is in place to manage demand during drought to help our community stay in 
alignment with yearly conservation goals. 
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