
NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: If you have a disability and require special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Water Utility Authority Office, Suite 5012, 
Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government Center, phone 289-3100, as soon as possible prior to the 
meeting date. 

 

Technical Customer Advisory Committee 

 
AGENDA 

 
Members 

 
Elias Archuleta Anjali Mulchandani 

                                       Brian Freeman                   Jill Peterson 
                                       Kerry J. Howe Mario Nuño-Whelan                  

Anne Jakle                         Andrew Robertson  
Donald T. Lopez                                            
  
   

Public participation for this meeting will be via WebEx video conference. To request login 
information for this meeting or to submit public comment, contact Jordan Salas at 
jsalas@abcwua.org or 505-289-3100.  Requests for login information and public 
comments must be submitted before 2:00 PM on the date of the meeting.  
 

Thursday, August 6th, 2026 4:00 PM  1441 Mission Ave NE 
  Conference Room 204 

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Approval of Agenda  

3. Approval of June 4th, 2026, Action Summary 

4. Public Comment 

5. Rio Rally Update  

6. Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Update  

7. Water Report  

8. Other Business 

9. Adjournment 

mailto:jsalas@abcwua.org


Rio Rally
Results



• The Public Libraries of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County

• The Biopark: (Zoo, Aquarium, Botanic Garden)

• ¡Explora!

• The Wheels Museum

• The National Museum of Nuclear Science and History

• The New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science

• The Rio Grande Nature Center

Rio Rally Background

The Rio Rally was a city-wide scavenger hunt 

from June 20th to July 12





Quest Forms could

toggle between

Spanish or English













Rio Rally
62 registered teams with 185 players



There were also prizes for the first 20 registrants,

And for the top 5 teams at the ½ way point.



Rio Rally
Questions



Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery

An update on the Water Authority’s

ASR Program

Diane Agnew
Water Rights Program Manager



Water 2120: Securing our water future



Future 
supply 
must 
diversify



Aquifer Recharge: 
Diversify for Resiliency
• Aquifer recharge is a key element in 

the water supply portfolio of Water 
2120

• Two active ASR projects
• Bear Canyon Recharge

• DWTP Large-Scale Recharge

• Intention is to maximize storage of 
San Juan-Chama surface water, locally



Bear Canyon 
Recharge 
Project

• Initiated in 2007

• Recharge of bank-filtered SJC 
surface water into an arroyo 
channel

• First full-scale recharge project 
permitted in NM

• Permitted for up to 3,000 acre-feet 
per year of recharge

• Operates between October and 
March

• Currently 2,959 acre-feet of 
recoverable storage



DWTP Large-Scale 
Recharge Project
• Fully-scale operation began in 2020

• Recharge of treated SJC surface 
water

• Permitted for one direct injection 
and recovery well (ASR-01) and 
vadose zone infiltration wells

• Permitted for 5,000 acre-feet per 
year of recharge

• Currently 5,596 acre-feet of 
recoverable storage



An arid future, today

• Balance of short-term actions with 
long-term planning

• Diverse supply sources require 
investment into human 
infrastructure, as well as hard 
infrastructure 

• Coordination and collaboration 
across the MRG necessary for success

• Data-informed decisions can focus 
resources and management actions



Data-driven decisions to expand ASR

• New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources 
(NMBGMR) ASR suitability study published in 2019 (OFR-605)

• Utilized well logs, geophysical logs, water level data, and 
mathematical modeling

• Excluded known faults, groundwater contamination plumes, 
and ½-mile buffer from river

• Two maps:
• Suitability for direct injection ASR

• Suitability for shallow recharge 

https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/publications/openfile/details.cfml?Volume=605
https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/publications/openfile/details.cfml?Volume=605
https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/publications/openfile/details.cfml?Volume=605


Direct 
injection 
suitability map



Future ASR project selection
• Desktop review of potential sites in eastern service area

• Application of criteria to prioritize potential locations
• Minimum parcel size

• Proximity to SJC distribution

• NMBGMR Suitability

• Potential locations further refined (e.g., parcel elevation, 
proximity of existing wells)

• Ranking of 37 locations for input into feasibility study

• 2023 Feasibility Study identified two projects for expansion of 
ASR program



DWTP Large-Scale ASR Expansion

• Addition of two new ASR wells 
(ASR-02 and -03)

• Located on Water Authority 
Chappell Campus

• Anticipated similar injection 
and recovery rates as ASR-01

• Requires modification of 
existing permits: DP-1887 and 
USR-4

• Project is out to bid for 
construction

• $22M of Water Trust Board 
funding



Arroyo del Oso Golf Course ASR
• Location of new well coordinated with Golf 

Course Manager and staff

• Treated SJC water

• In design – draft DAR in process

• New NMED and OSE permits required

• Design funded by WaterSMART grant



Questions?

Diane Agnew

Water Rights Program Manager

dagnew@abcwua.org

(505) 289-3008

mailto:dagnew@abcwua.org


Water Resources 
Division

Water Report

Mark Kelly, PE
Water Resources Manager



SUPPLY METRICS SNAPSHOT

August 2026
(June Supply Data)

Groundwater Production

Surface Water Production
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Drought Stages



Temperature and Precipitation



Seasonal Outlook



Executive 
Order on 
Drought



Water 2130/Infrastructure Customer 
Conversations

• 6/25: North Valley Neighborhood Coalition

• 8/5: District 7 Neighborhood Coalition

• 8/19: Westside Neighborhood Coalition

• 9/17: District 9 Gateway Neighborhood Coalition

• 9/24: District 8 Neighborhood Coalition

• 10/6: Southwest Alliance of Neighborhoods

• 10/20: District 6 Neighborhood Coalition



Questions?
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