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Agenda Item No. 9a| 

 

 
Meeting Date: March 18, 2026 

Staff Contact: Diane Agnew, Water Rights Program Manager 
 
TITLE: R-26-6 – Authorizing the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility 

Authority to Apply for the Small Surface Water and Ground Water 
Storage Project Grant Financial Assistance for the Arroyo Del Oso 
Aquifer Storage and Recovery Project 

 

ACTION: Recommend Approval 
 

SUMMARY: 
The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority (Water Authority) is seeking 
Small Surface Water and Ground Water Storage Project grant funding assistance for the 
construction of Arroyo del Oso Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Project. 
 
The Arroyo del Oso Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Project will expand the Water 
Authority’s ASR capacity, adding an additional direct injection and recovery ASR well that 
will recharge up to 2,800 acre-feet per year of water to the local aquifer. Expansion of 
ASR is a key component of the Water Authority’s 100-year water resource management 
strategy, Water 2120, and it increases the Water Authority’s resiliency during persistent 
drought and reduced surface water supply.  
                
This Resolution provides the Executive Director the authority to enter into an Agreement 
with the US Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation related to this funding and all 
established deadlines. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: 
The Water Authority will contribute a 25% cost-share toward the project by applying for 
State Match funding as well as Water Trust Board funding. 
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ALBUQUERQUE BERNALILLO COUNTY 
WATER UTILITY AUTHORITY 

 
 
BILL NO.            R-26-6          |  
 
 

RESOLUTION 1 

AUTHORIZING THE ALBUQUERQUE BERNALILLO COUNTY WATER UTILITY 2 

AUTHORITY TO APPLY FOR THE SMALL SURFACE WATER AND GROUND 3 

WATER STORAGE PROJECT GRANT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE 4 

ARROYO DEL OSO AQUIFER STORAGE AND RECOVERY PROJECT 5 

WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority (Water 6 

Authority) is seeking Small Surface Water and Ground Water Storage Project grant 7 

funding assistance for the Arroyo del Oso Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Project; 8 

and 9 

WHEREAS, the ASR Project enables the storage of San Juan-Chama water 10 

within the aquifer system to support future demand, particularly during periods of limited 11 

surface water supply availability; and 12 

WHEREAS, the ASR Project represents a critical component of the Water 13 

Authority's 100-year Water Plan (Water 2120); and 14 

WHEREAS, the Water Authority desires utilizing Arroyo del Oso Aquifer Storage 15 

and Recovery (ASR) Project grant funding to construct the Arroyo del Oso Aquifer 16 

Storage and Recovery (ASR) Project.  17 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WATER AUTHORITY: 18 

Section 1. That an application for Small Surface Water and Ground Water 19 

Storage Project grant funding assistance for the Arroyo del Oso Aquifer Storage and 20 

Recovery (ASR) Project, be submitted to the US Department of Interior, Bureau of 21 

Reclamation. 22 

Section 2. That Water Authority will provide a cost sharing amount of 25% of 23 

the total project cost. 24 

Section 3. That the Executive Director shall have the authority to enter into an 25 

agreement and meet all established deadlines.  26 
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