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COUNCI LOR KLARI SSA PENA, Chair,

COMM SSI ONER DEBBI E O MALLEY, Vice Chair
COMM SSI ONER STEVEN M CHAEL QUEZADA, Menber
COUNCI LOR TAMMY FI EBELKORN, Member

COUNCI LOR TRUDY JONES, Member (Excused)
COMM SSI ONER CHARLENE E. PYSKOTY, Member
TRUSTEE Gl LBERT BENAVI DES, Ex-Officio Member
MAYOR TI M KELLER, (Excused)

LAWRENCE RAEL, Alternate Member (Excused)

ALBUQUERQUE BERNALI LLO COUNTY
WATER UTILITY AUTHORI TY

Wednesday, August 17, 2022, 5:03 p.m

(Via Video Conference)

APPEARANCES

BEFORE: PAUL BACA PROFESSI ONAL COURT REPORTERS
500 4th Street, Northwest
Al buquer que, New Mexico 87102
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TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
CHAI R PENA: Wel cone everyone. 1'd like to
call this August 17, 2022, neeting of the Al buquerque
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority to order.

Counci l or Jones is excused from
tonight's neeting, as well as CAO Lawence Rael. All
ot her nmenbers are present this evening via video
conference. So wel cone everyone.

We are on Item Nunber 2, nonent of
silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, |ed by
Commi ssi oner Quezada.

(Wher eupon, there was a

moment of sil ence.)
(Wher eupon, the Pl edge of Allegiance

was | ed by Conm ssioner Quezada.)

CHAI R BARBOA: Thank you, Conm ssioner. W
are now on approval of the mnutes. | make a notion
to approve the June 29th, 2022, mnutes. 1Is there a
second?

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Second.

CHAI R PENA: Second by Comm ssi oner
O Mal | ey.

Ms. Salas, will you please call the
roll.

MS. SALAS: Council or Fiebel korn.
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Under A, quarterly enployee recognition awards. W
have several, so I'll read themout. | don't know if
anyone's watching via video conference, but | just

want to congratul ate you all for going above and

beyond the call of duty. So | will start with the

| ist.

Jonat han Herrera will you receiving $75 each.

Gonzal es, Senior, 250 each.

Cerrillo, Ernest Unale, Darryl Pacheco, Carlos Sena,

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Vice Chair O Mall ey.

VI CE CHAI R O MALLEY: Yes.

MS. SALAS: Chair Pena.

CHAI R PENA:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Conmm ssioner Pyskoty.

COW SSI ONER PYSKOTY:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Conmm ssi oner Quezada.

COWM SSI ONER QUEZADA:  Aye.

MS. SALAS:. That passes unani nous.
(5-0 vote. Agenda Item 3 approved.)

CHAI R PENA: Thank you.

Now we are on proclamati ons and awards.

We have Ms. Jessica Otiz, Mnique Ness,

Joshua Brown, Anthony Gabal don, Arlo

Then we have Martin Sanchez, Dani el
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Steven Gonzal es, Francis Small, Phillip Trujillo,
G | bert Marin, Rudol ph Madrid and Adrian Anaya, $75
each.

Marty Baca, 150 plus eight hours.

Hal Hardin, Christopher CGustafson and
Edwi n Berger, 150.

Charles Trujillo and Kel sey Bi cknell,
300 each, plus 800 -- I nean, eight hours each. Ww.

And then Jude Gurule, 150.

Ant hony, $75.

Ron Mont ano, Dam en Luna and Cody
Pi ckard, 150 each.

Joshua Towery, 75, plus eight hours.

Rudy Apodaca, Chris Garcia, Isidro
Padilla, Jorge Trujillo, all 150.

And M chael Richardson, 200.

And then finally Al an Barney, $75.

So, again, thank you on behalf of the
Water Utility board of directors, the staff. Thanks
for, you know, going above and beyond, again.

So with that, we will go on to public
comment. And, Ms. Salas, do we have anyone signed up
to speak this evening?

MS. SALAS: Yes. We have one.
CHAIR PENA: WII you please call the
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speaker.

And you will have three mnutes to
speak, with a warning at two and a half m nutes.

MS. HEBBARD:. Thank you for allow ng both
oral and visual input fromthe public. Usually ne,
as you know.

So as a retired chem st and attorney and
wat er planner, | have tried to provide for several
years information and insights to the utility staff,
TAC, TCAC and board nenbers. And | notice that
there's a TCAC vacancy, and | hope that that will be
filled soon.

So |'ve submtted witten comments to
flesh out these remarks, the point of which is that
we nust do a | ot nore regarding conservati on and
climte change, both as a utility and as a region.

Today's news that the Col orado River
users have been asked to cut out 15 percent of their
uses applies to us because we al so get Col orado Ri ver
water. Not to nention that the Rio Gande is already
stretched so far, it went dry in July for the first
time in four decades.

Pumpi ng groundwat er has increased during

t hese drought years. For the ABCWJA, the groundwater

punmping for the first seven nonths of this year and
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for the period of 2020 t hrough 2022 has been hi gher
than that for 2014 through 2019. That has resulted
i n higher depletions in the river flows at the sane
time as you have river flows already being | ess
because of clinmate change.

We are approaching the third rail of the
Ri o Grande Conpact, which happens when we have a
debit of nore than 200,000 acre feet, and which woul d
| ead to catastrophic consequences. At the end of
| ast year, the debit was 127,000 acre feet. At the
end of July, the state engineer reported that it was
167, 000, 40,000 nore than at the end of |ast year.
We cannot go to 200, 000.

Current water demands exceed the legally
avai l abl e water supply in the Mddle Rio Gande. W
have to go on a diet. And so the current idea of
conservation where we're going to get to 110 gall ons
per capita per day by 2037 requires already one unit,
one gallon per capita per day unit, to be reduced
fromhere till 2037 just to nake the conservation
program That doesn't necessarily reduce enough out
of our diet. | would say that we have to work as a
regi on.

The MRCOG has | ooked into this One Water

i dea and will be talking about it again at their next
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meeting. | think it has sonme nmerit. There's also
the basin study, which is really going to start
getting underway, which has -- will devel op
strategies to cope with climte changes. | would
urge that the utility rejoin that.

We can't add nore demands, we can't add
nore depletions. W' ve got to go on a diet. Thanks.
CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Ms. Hebbard.

Ms. Sal as, do we have anyone el se?

MS. SALAS: No.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you.

VICE CHAIR O MALLEY: Madam Chair

CHAI R PENA:  Yes.

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: | hope that -- maybe
we have sonmeone other than -- and the director, as
wel |, because | can't -- | can only see a coupl e of
people on the screen -- but a response to
Ms. Hebbard.

We're just getting one bad report after
another. The news reports and then what's happened,
as you said, to reduce consunption. And what -- you
know, we don't have to have a | ong expl anation, but I
think it would be inportant for the public to know
what we're going to -- you know, what -- do we have a

big concern, and if so, how are we going to address
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it?
CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Comm ssi oner

O Mal | ey.

M. Sanchez, before you start, | think
she makes a trenendous, valid point, as does
Ms. Hebbard. You know, | always appreciate the
public comment. | think that, you know, the water
utility and our staff and the enpl oyees there at the
wat er authority are doing a bunch of great work.

So if you could, you know, give your
comments, but nmaybe at a subsequent neeting, we could
actually have a presentati on about everything we're

doing and striving to do in terns of water

conservati on, preservation and sone other -- the
reinjection projects that you have, as well. So,
M. Sanchez.

MR. SANCHEZ: Madam Chair, actually, that
was going to be ny suggestion, that in Septenber, we
do a conprehensi ve update about what's going on with
t he Col orado, the drought situation, the conservation
and planned projects. And | think that will give you
a better and fuller picture of what's going on.
Because that -- that takes a little bit of tine.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you.

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Thank you, Madam
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Chai r.
CHAI R PENA: Conmmi ssioner O Malley, that's
sufficient? Okay.

Okay. Thank you. | appreciate that,
because | do agree, you know, we're always hearing
t hese presentations that the water utility is doing,
but maybe if we just do some kind of conprehensive
publ i ¢ announcenent about all the good work and what
we're striving to do, we can, you know, make sure the
publ i c knows.

So anyway, with that, we'll npve on to
announcenents and conmmuni cations. Qur next schedul ed
neeting will be Septenber 21st, 2022, at 5:00 p.m
via video conference.

And then techni cal custonmer advisory
comm ttee vacancy. There's a vacancy on the
techni cal custoner advisory committee. |If their
board nenbers have any nom nations, please direct
themto the online application on the water
authority's website at www. abcwua. org.

And then, with that, we'll nove on to
I ntroduction of legislation. There is none this
evening, so we're on to the consent agenda.

Sol'd like to make a notion to approve

to consent agenda. We have on there three itens.
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One of themis R-22-22, authorizing the renoval of
certain uncollectible debt from Al buquer que
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority accounts
recei vabl e records FY 2018 and prior.

And then B, which is C-22-32, approval
of two vendors for tire and tire services.

And then finally C, which is C-22-33,
approval of fiscal year 2022 annual inventory

certification.

There's a notion, and a second by
Comm ssi oner O Ml l ey.

Ms. Salas, will you please call the
roll. Unless there's any questions. No. Wuld you
pl ease call the roll

MS. SALAS: Council or Fiebel korn.

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Councilor Jones.

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Yes.

MS. SALAS: Chair Pena.

CHAI R PENA:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Conm ssioner Pyskoty.

COWM SSI ONER PYSKOTY:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Conm ssioner Quezada.

COWM SSI ONER QUEZADA:  Aye.

MS. SALAS: Passes unaninously. Thank you.
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(5-0 vote. Agenda Item 8 approved.)

CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Ms. Sal as.

So now we are on to the consent
agenda -- | nmean, on to approvals. W have A
R-22-23, approval of the fiscal 2022 unaudited fourth
quarter financial report, year ending June 30th,

2022.

And we have M. Stan Allred.

MR. ALLRED: 1'Ill go through this quick. |
know this is dry information, so I'll try to nake it
gui ck and pai nl ess.

Year to date operating revenues has been
consistent with the last three fiscal years. FY18 is
the last time we had a rate increase. It was also a
very high consunption year. Consunption |evels have
dropped off dramatically since then.

And so we're staying pretty consistent
with -- with revenue. And, again, could see a spike
in that as we had a rate increase for this fiscal

year '23 of 5 percent.

Next slide, please.
Operati ng expenses are staying pretty
flat. The big green line on the top of each fiscal
year is basically what we transfer to debt service
and for capital. There's always a slight increase
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every year for capital as we increase what we pay for
cash, for capital

And the decrease has been -- we are
begi nning to start paying off our debt service. And
you will see a bigger shift in that in the next three
years, as we pay off the San Juan debt for buil ding
the drinking water plant.

Next sli de.

Operati ng expenses, this is just -- we
just take off expenses and flesh it out over a year.
And, again, we've been pretty consistent under what
budget in June and -- June has been a little bit
hi gher than July. W tend to use a lot nore
chem cals and power in the high water nonths, during
t hose nont hs.

Next slide, please.

Days cash on hand, again, we're about

460 days cash on hand. Again, this is preaudit.

There will be a debt service paynent that went out
July 1st, which will drop that balance down to sone
degree. But we're still, based on policy, staying

about 420 days plus, based on the policy of the
board.
Next slide, please.

Year-to-date capital expenses, we had a
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big push in FY20 and FY21 for a |l ot of our capital.
We're not really reduci ng what we spend for capital,
we just didn't spend as nmuch as what we wanted to in
FY19 and 18, spent what we didn't spend in those
fiscal years in 2021, and now we're back to normal in

FY22 with what the board has appropriated for us to

spend.

Next sli de.

On the debt coverage ratio, so we're
still at 1.6, 1.65. OQur ratio, it needs to be at

about 1.33. So from a debt coverage perspective, we
are still sitting pretty good. Wth a rate increase,
we wi |l probably see an increase in our coverage

| evel s, which is good, based on our covenants with
our bond ordi nance. And al so, as debt service
decreases, then we will see a shift upwards in this
ratio, as well.

Next slide, please.

Wat er use production, pretty consistent
wth prior years. There's a spike in May on this
chart. | just want to touch on it real quick.

We knew we were going to turn off the
wat er treatnent plant, so we took as nuch water as we

could fromthe water plant, fromthe river, and

stored it in our reservoirs. So we were able to fill
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the reservoir so we woul d have a supply of water from
the river that we wouldn't have to use by punping
fromthe aquifer. So that is a spike in May. That
was taking extra river water when we could, storing

It in our reservoirs and in using that in June to

of fset our depletions fromthe aquifer.

Next sli de.

WAt er consunption, so water consunption
stays fairly consistent. June was a very dry nonth
as far as, you know, not as nuch precipitation. It
was a little bit higher. Again, we have been well
bel ow t he FY18 levels. And we're naintaining what we
have in the | ast several years.

Next sli de.

And precipitation, just a real quick
picture of, again, the rain started picking up
towards the end of June, but at the end of May and
begi nni ng of June, it was dry, and consunption |evels
went up a little bit. But we have used a | ot |ess
water than we have in the past. And we continue to
reduce. The public continues to do its part inits
reduction in water usage.

And t hat concludes ny presentation, and
| stand for any questions.

CHAI R PENA: Are there any questions?
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Conmm ssi oner O Mall ey.

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Wbuld you show t hat
graph again about the use. It had the graph of the
di fferent use.

MR. ALLRED: So this is billed consunption.
This is what we actually bill. This is the
consunpti on our custoners use. So this is based off
of what we've actually charged custoners, the
consunption | evels we charge custonmers for each year.
The slide before that was what we actually produce
fromthe ground or fromthe river.

VICE CHAIR O MALLEY: Gkay. And then if you
want to just keep going with the slides.

MR. ALLRED: So this one will tell you what
we pull fromthe wells, and fromthe -- the red
| ines, fromthe surface water plan, and the blue is
the precipitation. And the little black line is
nonpot abl e water, so that would be water that we
probably pull off fromnorth side reuse on the upper
end. And we have turned on and started -- we haven't
used it yet, but we're starting to make sure that we
can, if we need to, the aquifer storage that we have
here at surface water plant.

VICE CHAIR O MALLEY: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI R PENA: (Okay. Thank you, Commi ssi oner.
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So with that, if there are no additional
guestions, | would -- did | make the notion already,
Ms. Salas? | apologize. | nmmke a notion for
approval of R-22-23.

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Second.
CHAI R PENA: Mbtion seconded by Conmm ssi oner
O Mal | ey.

Ms. Sal as, could you please call the

roll.

MS. SALAS: Council or Fiebel korn.

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN:  Yes.

MS. SALAS:. Vice Chair O Mall ey.

VI CE CHAI R O MALLEY: Yes.

MS. SALAS: Chair Pena.

CHAI R PENA:  Yes.

MS. SALAS: Conmm ssioner Pyskoty.

COW SSI ONER PYSKOTY: Yes. And 1'd al so
like to say for that |ast vote for the consent
agenda, | was over on the attendees side. But ny
vote was a yes. So if you could just make a note of
that. Thank you.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you. Thank you, we wll.

MS. SALAS. Yes, thank you. W'II| record
it. Thank you.

Commi ssi oner Quezada.
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COW SSI ONER QUEZADA:  Aye.
MS. SALAS: Passes unani nously.
(5-0 vote. Agenda Item 9. A approved.)
CHAI R PENA: Okay. Thank you. We're now on
C-22- 34, approval of the 2022 collective bargaining
agreenent between Local 3022 of the Anerican
Federation of State, County and Muni ci pal Enpl oyees
and the Al buquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility
Aut hority.
M. Sanchez.
MR. SANCHEZ: Madam Chair, Menbers of the
Uility, this contract is identical to the two
previ ous contracts you've approved. |It's a 5 percent
i ncrease for fiscal year '23, and a $1, 000 | unp-sum
paynent. Followi ng year will be 2 percent and a $750
| ump-sum paynent. And the third and final year wl|
be a 2 percent and a $500 | unp-sum paynent. That's a
three-year agree with Local 3022, which is the
managenent uni on.
|'d stand for any questions.
VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Madam Chair, | nove
approval .
CHAIR PENA: So there's a notion and a
second for approval of R-22-34. So are there any

ot her questions?
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| just -- I'd like to say just
congratul ati ons on working out these contracts and
operating with good faith with our enployees. |
think it's very encouraging, especially, you know,
5 percent is -- obviously, we always want to strive
for nore, but |I'mhearing fromsone of the enpl oyees
that were really pleased to see that the
adm ni stration worked with themreally well during
the negotiating process for all the different
standards in terns of the managenent and the ot her
addi ti onal enpl oyees.

| just would like to add, though, that
you know, while we're giving the lunp sum of 1, 000,
750 and 500, | know this is a three-year contract,
but hopefully, you know, as tinme noves forward, we
can |l ook at just -- you know, in terns of percentage.
Because the lunp sunms | did hear from sone enpl oyees
that it's -- you know, and | told them | don't get
into negotiation. But the nonconpoundi ng, obviously
we were part of the union, as well, when ny husband
wor ked for the City of Al buquerque, so, you know, the
nonconpoundi ng affects enpl oyees, you know, |ong

term So just wanted to kind of nention that, as

wel | .
But thank you. Thank you guys. | think
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you did a great job on this.
So with that, M. Sal as, can you pl ease
call the roll
MS. SALAS: Council or Fiebel korn.
COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN:  Yes.
MS. SALAS: Vice Chair O Mall ey.
VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY: Yes.
MS. SALAS: Chair Pena.
CHAI R PENA:  Yes.
MS. SALAS:. Conm ssioner Pyskoty.
COW SSI ONER PYSKOTY:  Yes.
MS. SALAS:. Conmi ssioner Quezada.
COW SSI ONER QUEZADA:  Aye.
MS. SALAS:. Passes unani nously. Thank you.
(5-0 vote. Agenda Item 9.B approved.)
CHAI R PENA: Thank you. So we are now on to
ot her business. That was pretty quick. So we have
OB- 22- 15, the drought update.
M . Bustos.
MR. KELLY: Madam Chair, Menbers of the
Board, unfortunately, Carlos is not with us today.
He's traveling. So you got nme. I'mMark Kelly. [|I'm
the water resources division manager. | hope that |
will do Carlos sonme justice for the nonthly drought

updat e.
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Next sli de.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you, M. Kelly. Well, he
was out of town last tinme, and we told himthat
that's what caused the rain. So if he's still out of
town and it's still raining, it's a good thing.

MR. KELLY: Well, fingers crossed.

As you can see, we've had a pretty high
nonsoon effect since our |ast board neeting in June.
In June, we were in exceptional drought. And now,
we' ve noved into severe drought for all of Bernalillo
County. That change was due to sone nonsoon rains
that we'll get into a little bit later.

Qur gallons per capita per day is
hol di ng steady at 127 gallons per person per day.

But we're still at 113 percent of our annual
operating plan in terms of groundwater punping.

Next sli de.

This is showi ng how our tenperatures
have been lately fromthe start of the year. The
normal tenperature band is show ng brown, and the
high is -- the records are in red. And the record
| ows are in blue. The first seven nonths of this
year, we've had six record heat days, and, you know,

in the last nonth or so, we've dropped into nore of

our normal tenperatures, due to those nonsoon rains.
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Next sli de.

Thi s shows our accunul ated
precipitation, which is the green |line, conpared to
the brown line of normal alnost up to a normal |evel
of precipitation. But as you can see, we got that
really recently in late June and July with really big
nonsoon rains. You know, we got about an inch in
July in two weeks. In June, we got two and a half
i nches for alnmost five inches in June. So it's
| ooking |Ii ke nonsoon rains are stronger than we
anticipated themto be this year. But we're still a
little bit under | guess a normal anmount of
precipitation.

Next sli de.

For river flows, you know, it was news
that the Rio Grande went dry in |ate June. W had
four days of no neasurable flows at central. The
blue lines are central flows in this year, and the
green lines represents the flows at central | ast
year. And then the red line on there is our
threshold to use the water treatnent plant. So we
have had higher flows than that threshol d, but
they've conme pretty recently.

Looking forward to the seasonal outl ook,

it's showi ng that drought will remain, but wl
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| nprove, as we've seen in the last few nonths where
things are getting a little better. But we are still
predicted to be in drought and not have our drought
status be renoved.

Next sli de.

So our actions during our drought watch
stage that we're in are to continue with our Three
Steps to Landscape Success cl asses, where custoners
can take online classes and get a $20 rebate. W
continue to double our water waste fees, and we're --
we have extra personnel to do enforcenent of water
waste. We're increasing public outreach, focusing on
xeriscaping. W are also reaching out to our top
5 percent of residential users, as well.

Next sli de.

So the xeriscape program has done really
well this year. W're at about 575,000 square feet
of turf renmoved. And that blows by where we were
| ast year, with 272,000 square feet. So |I think the
custoners are taking advantage of the xeriscape
rebates and using them and we should be seeing
decreased demand due to that.

Next sli de.

We're al so reaching out to our top

5 percent of the residential users. So we send them
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a letter. W talk to themin the letter that --
inform ng themthat, hey, we are in a drought,

tal king to them about how their average nonthly usage
i's much higher than conparable residences in their

nei ghborhood, in their ZI P code. It encourages them
to schedule a free irrigation consultation that we
provide to help see if there are | eaks, or also

| nprove their irrigation practices. It's also a good
way for us to talk to custoners about all the rebate
prograns that we have that can help them save water
So far this year, we've done 225 of those

consul tations.

Next sli de.

So we've had a really good effect from
those letters and those consul tations where we found
that after sending the letters we've seen a 13
percent reduction on average in each house. Sonme of
the other -- sone ZIP codes have much higher than
that, but on average, it's been about 13 percent.

And it's led to, this year, saving about 221 mllion
gal | ons.

So |l think it's been a really effective
program And it's taken staff that we have doing
these consultations already and just added a little

bit nmore of sending out letters. W' ve sent about
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8,000 letters out. So very good results for not too,
too nuch work on our part to do that.

And that's all | have for the drought
update. Are there any questions that | can answer?

CHAI R PENA: Conmm ssi oner Quezada.

COW SSI ONER QUEZADA: Yeah, M. Kelly. I
have a couple. You know, |'ve noticed that, you
know, we're -- we're a swanp cooler kind of state.
And |'ve never really seen, like, data on the effects
of us running our swanp coolers 24/7. | can see from
the top of ny roof, you know, | can see all the air
conditioners, and when |I'mout at night, they're
running all night. And | get it, because it's hot up
here on the nesa. You know, what's the water use
on -- on swanp cool ers.

And is there incentives for people to go
to refrigerated air? | know that refrigerated air
becomes expensive on the electricity side, so | don't
know if it's really a great thing for, you know, | ow
i ncone famlies, but I'd like to kind of see a
conparison from you know, one to the other than what
kind of rebates we can do to conserve water.

"' mvery -- you know, our speaker this

eveni ng tal ked about reducing to 15 percent, and

according to your graph, we've already reduced 13
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percent. So, | nmean, we're already on track to that.
And so |'mjust kind of wondering what that is, what
that | ooks like, and would that make a difference.

MR. KELLY: Madam Chair and Conm ssi oner
Quezada, the 13 percent is just for the folks that we
sent those targeted letters to --

COW SSI ONER QUEZADA: Onh, okay.

MR. KELLY: -- so that's not everyone.
That's just the people that we're targeting with
those letters.

But in ternms of swanp cool ers, yeah
swanp coolers do utilize water through the
evaporati on process. And we don't have any --
currently have any rebates to incentivize swtching
from swanp coolers. But | think one of the things
that we can try and get people to do and incentivize
I's maintaining their swanp cool ers and nmaking sure
that they're not |eaking, you know, because that is
where we're going to be losing a | ot nore water than
just using it for cooling, is the people that, you
know, have the -- you can see the streaks down their
roof of where it's been |leaking for a long tine.

So | think we need to focus on the
| eaki ng swanp cool ers and maybe getting to the

conversions at sone | ater date.
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COW SSI ONER QUEZADA: (Okay. | woul d just
| i ke to know how nuch water a day a swanp -- | guess
maybe that's what |'m | ooking at.

MR. KELLY: | don't have that off the top of
my head, but we can get that for you.

COW SSI ONER QUEZADA: Onh, yeah, at anot her

And then so where are we at on watering
trees?

MR. KELLY: Trees, we're still in the Water
by the Nunmbers three days a week for outdoor
watering. And we are encouragi ng people to keep
their trees maintained and to water their trees. But
we al so have a tree rebate that we call a Tree-Bate
that fol ks can use for any kind of tree health, tree
mai nt enance, and they can get a rebate fromus for
t hat .

COW SSI ONER QUEZADA: So | learned from ny
nei ghbor about watering trees, and we've never had
this discussion. And if public are listening, you
know, | used to go out there and just blast it with

water and think that | watered the tree. And ny

trees weren't doing that well. And | was sticking to
the, you know, Water by the Numbers plan, and | was
having difficulty.
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So what | learned from a neighbor is
that you want to water outside where the roots are,
and you want to water slow. He said |low and slow, is
what he said. And | said, "Well, see us people on
the west side we drive our cars | ow and slow, so
maybe we need to | earn how to water | ow and sl ow. "
And so that you actually get the advantage of the
wat er and that you're not blasting and it's just
running off and just running down the street.

And | know that you give cl asses and
maybe | shoul d have taken the class. So what |I'm
publicly saying here, that if you're trying to grow
trees, because we need desperately, you know, | nean,
because we're going to xeriscape the rest of it,
we're going to need trees, so |I'mjust encouraging
people to I earn. Because you know, you think you
know, and then you find out you don't know not hing,

i ke me.

And so | just wanted to publicly say
that, in a l've | earned a valuable | esson and | ow and
sl ow and outside where the roots are. Because ne and
Carl os al ways had di scussi ons about, you know, the
wat eri ng and the watering process. And since he
wasn't here, you had to fill in for him and

appreciate it.
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MR. KELLY: Yeah, and that's -- great tips,
Comm ssi oner Quezada. And you can tell where the
roots are usually is where the canopy of the tree is,
so if you |look at where the branches reach out to,
that's where the canopy is, and you do get the best
nost efficient watering at the edges there. Not
just -- it's not that great to water at the trunk.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you.

Are there any additional questions?

Well, with that, | just wanted to ask -- and | think,
" mnot real sure, who gauges the water? | guess we
gauge rainfall at the airport. |Is that the only

pl ace where we gauge rainfall here in Al buquerque?
MR, KELLY: | think the airport is |like the
gol d standard, but there are many ot her weat her
stations around town, Madam Chair
CHAI R PENA: (Okay. Just because | know t hat
just a couple weeks ago, it rained here on the West
side, and the news reported that there was no

rainfall today, and yet we were drowni ng over here on

the west side, so | just thought that was
Interesting. And | don't know if it's sonething that
we should do to have additional sites where they
measure water. Because it's kind of rainfall that
doesn't get accounted for.
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MR. KELLY: And, Madam Chair,
program where custonmers can get rebates
we call smart controllers, where their
will be adjusted to rainfall that is hy
And they can connect to weat her station
at the airport, that are in their neigh
say, if it's raining only on the west s
on the west side with a smart controlle
know and it will cut back on your water
that. And we do have a rebate for that

CHAI R PENA: Onh, awesone. So
sonet hi ng new every day.

So thank you, M. Kelly.
updat e.

Wth that, we'll nove on t
sonmeone el se have a question?

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN:  Sorry,
This is Councilor Fiebelkorn. 1| had a
| don't think you see ny hand up for so

CHAIR PENA: Sorry, | apologiz
didn't.

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN: | don't
up, but it's up on ny end. |'msorry.

jump in real quick?

we do have a
to get what
sprinklers
per -1l ocal .

s that are not
bor hood t hat,

I de and you're
r, it wll

ing to do

, as well.

you | earn

Appreciate the

0o -- does

Madam Chai r.

guestion, and

nme reason.

e for that. I

think it's

So can | just

CHAI R PENA:  Sure.
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COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN: | just wanted to
foll ow up on Conm ssi oner Quezada. You know, the new
efficient evaporative cool ers use about 2.5 gall ons
an hour, and that is actually less than it costs to
create energy for an HVAC unit. And so | would just
encourage us to -- you know, if people are
confortable in their homes wth evaporative cooling,
that is by far the best environnental answer.

However, with climte change and
excessive days of 100-plus tenperatures, evaporative
cool ers are not being as effective as they were for
the rest of -- you know, 20 years |'ve lived here,
they were great, and the last two years, it's been
terrible.

There are incentives from PNM and
through the Efficient Use of Energy Act that gives
people incentives not to go to HVAC units, not air
cooling unit, but to go to a heat punp which is nuch,
much nore efficient in terms of energy use. And

t hose are available through PNM So | just wanted to

offer that information.
CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Council or
Fi ebel korn. Appreciate that.
Wth that, we will nove on the OB-22-16,
Sout hsi de Water Reclamation Plant Qutfall Project.
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And this was with Di ane Agnew and fornmer conm ssioner
Maggi e Hart Stebbins.
M5. AGNEW We'll want to start with
Maggi e's slide, the beginning --
MS. HART STEBBINS: Sorry, | was waiting for

sone signal to begin.

So, Madam Chair, Menbers of the Board,
Menmbers of the Water Utility Authority staff, ny nanme
IS Maggie Hart Stebbins. And | want to thank you for
the invitation to be here with you tonight. It is --
| have to say, being a nmenber of the water authority
was really one of the highlights of nmy time as a
county conm ssioner. So it's great to be back, even
If I"'mon the side of the virtual dais.

| am here to talk to you about a
potential -- a project that we are planning to do in
partnership with the Water Utility Authority. And I
think -- if it is okay with you, Madam Chair, what |
usually do is start out by explaining what the Ofice
of Natural Resources Trustee does, and then npve to
t he specifics of the project, the Southside reuse
project, if that's okay with you.

Al right. Again, nmy nane is Maggi e
Hart Stebbins. | about New Mexico's Natura

Resour ces Trust ee. And the O fice of Natural
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Resources Trustee was created because Congress and

t he New Mexico Legislature recogni zed that where
natural resources are critical assets, valuable
assets for the states in the country as a whole, you,
as nenbers of the water authority board, are aware
that water quality and availability is really
essential to everything we do, and that applies

st at ew de.

New Mexi co residents depend on nat ural
resources for their livelihoods, health, recreation,
culture, quality of life, or tourismindustry and
recreational industries, outdoor recreationa
I ndustries, depend on our natural resources,
unspoi |l ed | andscapes, clean water, forests and our
ot her natural resources.

But at the same tine, | think we
recogni ze that the extractive industries,
manuf acturi ng and our national defense installations
are inportant economc drivers in this state.

So next slide, please.

And | think as you know, unfortunately,
acci dents do happen, contam nants are rel eased into
New Mexico's environnment. This photo, |I'm sure
you' |l recogni ze, a photograph of the Animas Ri ver

following the Gold King Mne spill that happened back
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in 2015.

So ny office has a very inportant role
i n responding when there is a rel ease of hazardous
subst ance or oil.

Next slide please.

So follow ng a rel ease, what happens
next ? Under both federal and state |aw, natural
resource restoration is an essential conponent of our
state's ability to hold polluters accountabl e when
t oxi ¢ substances have polluted our natural resources.
And when | tal k about resources, we talk about
groundwat er, surface water, drinking water, wldlife,
fish, biota, which is the, you know, ecosystem of a
particul ar area, aquatic or terrestrial habitat, soi
or air.

Qur laws require, first of all, a
conplete and tinmely cleanup to protect public health.
And then secondly, the |laws require the natural
resources to be restored to the way they were
precontam nation. And that includes conpensation for
| ost natural resources and the services they provide.
And that can include cultural services that are
provi ded by our natural resources.

Next slide, please.

So when there is a rel ease of
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contam nation into the environnent, two agencies
respond. The New Mexico Environnment Departnment
responds. They are responsible for renmediation. And
that is, the cleanup to protect public health. And
the O fice of Natural Resource Trustee is responsible
for restoration. So that -- so once the cleanup is
conpl eted or concurrent with the cleanup, we are
responsi ble for returning natural resources to the
precontam nation condition. And when that's not
possi bl e, replacing or acquiring equival ent resources
and ensuring that communities that have been affected
by these rel eases are conpensated for the |oss of
natural resources and the | oss of use and the
services they provide.

Next slide, please.

So following the rel ease of sone
contam nant oil into the environnent, ONRT follows a
process that has been laid out by federal |aw under
t he Superfund act, al so known as CERCLA, and the Q|
Pollution Act. So we work with the environnment
departnent and the EPA to assess and neasure the
injury to natural resources. Then the next step, we
i dentify who is responsible. The next step is to

work with the responsible party to determ ne what the

appropriate -- how nuch noney it will take to fix the
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problem to restore the resources. W ask the
responsi bl e party for conpensation that will allow us
to do that.

The next step, so once we reach a
settlenment or in the rare instance where we have to
go to court to sue for that conpensation, we then
work with communities that have been affected to ask,
| i ke, "What types of projects do you think wll"

"are best suited for restoring the injured resource
or conpensating your community for the | osses that
you' ve sustained."

So we develop a restoration plan, and
then use the noney to contract with either | ocal
governnments or private entities to restore the
nat ural resources.

Next sli de.

Si nce ONRT was created by the
| egi sl ature in 2000, it has recovered nore than
$43 mllion for the State of New Mexico. There is a
list here that shows all of the different settlenents
t hat have happened during that time. |[If you |ook at
the first three bullets, Gold King Mne spill, Fort
W ngate Arny Depot and the Fronk O cases. Just
since the beginning of 2020, ONRT has recovered

$12.6 mllion for the state.
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And then | have sort of highlighted in
these red circles two settlenments that are the reason
why |''m here tonight.

So next slide, please.

This is a quick slide. |I'mnot going to
spend a lot of time on it. But this shows our many
di verse partners that we work with and proj ect
| ocations. So these are both cases where we have
reached settlenents, and also where we are in the
process of doing an investigation that we hope wll
|l ead to a settlenent. You see the Al buquerque
Bernalillo County water authority is there.

Next slide, please.

This slide, very quickly, identifies
sone of the natural resource restoration projects
t hat we have underway. W are working with the
Village of Questa with sonme fundi ng that was received
t hrough a settlenent with the Chevron Ml ycorp m ne
outside of Questa. So we've got $3.5 mllion |left of
t hat noney. We are investing in a drinking water
well that will benefit the Village of Questa. W are
payi ng for the extension of their sewer
infrastructure to protect groundwater. And we have

funded an aquatic habitat restoration project on the

Red River through the Village of Questa. W are
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working with the Town of Silver City.

And then on the right-hand side of the
slide are four projects that we are funding with the
$1 mllion that we received fromthe m ning
defendants in the Gold King M ne case. So we reached
that settlenent in 2021. ONRT, it was a $11 million
settlenment to the State of New Mexico, 1 mllion cane
to the O fice of Natural Resources Trustee. So we
have worked with the community to identify projects
that the people who |ive there want us to fund.

Next slide, please.

Very quickly, so | had tal ked about
settlenments that have already been reached. This
slide shows cases where we are currently doi ng an
I nvestigation, where we have -- the current cases we
have al ready notified the responsible parties that we
will bring a natural resource claim

And then the second set of bullet are
potential new cases. So you're probably famliar
wth the PFAS issue that is a problem nationw de. W
anticipate that there will be a natural resource
damage claimthat we will have to pursue there. The
Grants Mning District where uranium m ning has been

t aki ng place over the | ast several decades, we

anticipate we'll have additional cases there. And,
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agai n, PFAS of the other mlitary installations
around the state. So our work is pretty nmuch spread
st at ew de.

Next slide, please.

And this slide gives you an idea of what
our cases | ook like, what the conplexity is in these
natural resource injury cases that we pursue. So,
you know, the work at Los Al anbs over the | ast seven
decades has resulted in contam nation of groundwater,
soil surface. And the contam nants are radi ol ogical
subst ances, heavy netals, organic conpounds. You
know, if you just |look at that slide, there's kind of
every contam nant hazardous substance that has been
identified by the EPA all at this one site.

We work with a nunber of co-trustees,

t he puebl os that surround Los Al anbs, we have federal
partners, the U S. Forest Service, and actually, the
departnment of energy is a co-trustee with us. They
are also the responsi ble party, so we have a worKki ng
relationship to try to bring this case to a
concl usi on.

Okay. Next slide.

Okay. And finally, the reason |I'm here.
Back the early 2000s, ONRT, the O fice of Natura

Resources Trustee, reached two natural resource
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settlenment at two Superfund sites in the South

Vall ey. One was the ATSF site. The other was the
South Val l ey Superfund site. These cases settled in
t he 2000s.

ONRT worked with affected communities in
the South Valley and identified projects to be
funded. Those went into a restoration plan. So all
of those projects that had been identified in the md
2000s have been i npl enmented and conpl eted, and
there's funding |l eft over for groundwater restoration
activities.

So when | joined this office in late
2019, that was one of the things that | identified,
that there was this noney sitting in the ONRT bank
account, and | began to reach out to potenti al
partners to see what water quality projects existed
in the South Vall ey.

One aspect when we receive settl enment
noneys, both federal and state |aw say that nopney can
only be used for restoration. The legislature can't
reappropriate it, you can't spend it on salaries. It
has to be used for restoration.

So | reached out to as many partners as

| could identify. And the Water Utility Authority

really presented the best option for a partnership.
Page 39
Paul Baca Professional Court Reporters 505.843.9241

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com




© 00 N oo o b~ W N

O T N N T e e e R R R N T
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o &~ W N +—» O

So this is where | turn it over to D ane.
M5. AGNEW Thank you, Maggi e.

So I'"'mgoing to go into nore detail of
what the project is. | have to say this is an
exciting project for nme for many reasons, one of them
Is getting to continue to work with Maggi e and the
O fice of Natural Resources Trustee. But also, this
project has a sweet spot of -- it's going to be done
in a short enough tine frame where we all can be out
there for a ribbon-cutting cerenony and we can give
you all a tour within the next two years.

And it's also tangible. So many of our
projects are really critically inportant, but they
t ake place underground. And so this is sonething we
all can enjoy and has quite a bit of benefit to the
community and speci es.

Next sli de.

Just as sone background, our treated
ef fluent from our Sout hside Water Recl amati on Pl ant,
or wastewater treatnent plant, is discharged into the
Rio Grande. This water is treated, it's sanpled,
it's nonitored and it's permtted. And then also,
the Rio Grande, as we all know, is a heavily mnaged
river system

In the '60s, quite a bit of
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i nfrastructure was built, including jetty jacks,

whi ch are what they sound |ike, giant junping jacks
made out of iron. And as a result of nmanagenent
infrastructure, and these jetty jacks in particular,
there's been quite a bit of sedinment accunul ati on
along the RRo Gande, and if you stand out here, our
effluent, you can kind of see it in this photo,
you're al ways | ooking down into the river. So
there's a pretty sharp enbanknment and then severa
feet, you can see the river water even during spring
high flows. So there is not a floodplain environnment
in this stretch of the river any | onger.

So there is a need for restoration, and
we need to connect the floodplain. That floodplain
is critical for all the Mddle Rio Grande species, in
particular, the Rio Gande silvery m nnow. And we
al so need to inprove the water quality in the river.
The Rio Grande tends to be very high in sedi nent
| oad. So there's a need to do a project to inprove
the water quality generally in the river to enhance
the quality of life, but also help species
propagati on and downstream users of the water.

Next sli de.

So through working with ONRT, we

devel oped three primary objectives for this project.
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First and forenost is inproving water quality in the
Ri o Grande. Secondary to that is inprove habitat for
endangered species. Qur focus on the species front
is the Rio Grande silvery mnnow. Here in the top
right corner, that's a m nnow we tal k about quite a
bit that is endangered, and it is very much reliant
on floodplain habitats for popul ati on recovery.

But we also are going to be having a
positive benefit on this cute little New Mexico
meadow j unpi ng nmouse, here in the |ower |eft corner.
And then also we want to increase public access to
t he bosque around the outfall. This is a community
t hat doesn't have as nuch access to the bosque. W
have trail systens that are fairly broken up in the
area. This project has the objective of connecting
those trail systens and nmaking it nore accessible to
the South Valley residents.

Next sli de.

Here's a map of the project. This is
south of Rio Bravo along the Rio G ande. So our
actual treatnment plant is on second south of Rio
Bravo, and this is just due west of the treatnent
plant. And the colors on here, the reddi sh orange,
those are actually existing restoration areas. So

the Arnmy Corps was out here previously. They've done
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sone restoration work. And our project is in the

bl ue, so you can see our project is actually going to
connect into those existing restoration areas. So
through this project we'll be creating a continuous
stretch of floodplain habitat that is nuch needed in
this area, and then the yellow squiggly lines are the
new trail systens that we'll be building to connect
existing trails in the area.

Next sli de.

And here's a schematic of the concept of
the project. So like | said, if you go out there
right now, it's like you' re standing on the cliff
| ooking into the river. So that nmeans that no matter
what the flows are in the RRo Gande, this area won't
see that flooding that needs to happen in the spring
for bosque health, but also no Rio Grande silvery
m nnow.

So we're going to go out into this
project area and we're going to regrade the
enmbanknment on the Rio Grande. And so you can see in
this graphic that now when we're done, we'll have a
nore gentle slope into the RRo Grande. This will be
designed to fl ood under certain flow conditions. So
we will identify what flow conditions are best for

the Rio Grande silvery m nnow and make sure that we
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construct it in a way where it floods under those
fl ow conditions.

There's anot her conponent of this, is
t hat we know that the m nnow needs floodplain to
spawn. We al so know the m nnow needs fl oodplain to
grow ol d enough so it can go out into the river and
propagate. So we will be designing to be able to
meet both of those needs for the m nnow.

You'll also see on here that we have the
rootwad revetnments. This is a rehabilitation
technol ogy that's been used in other river systens,
and it's literally dead trees that will be placed
i nto the enbanknment of the river. And these things
do a couple things for us.

One of themis a crisp bank
stabilization, which nmeans that there will be |ess
prone to erosion over time. But then it also creates
really great habitat for fish. So any of the fish
species in the Rio Grande can use these rootwad
revetnents as a place for shelter, for spawning, for
eggs and nursery. So it has a very positive benefit.

And then you can see in here the col or
coding. So the bluish color on here is our
wast ewater effluent. We know, based on the

nonitoring that we do in the river every spring, that
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fish really like our effluent. There's sone
conbination | think of the tenperature of the water
and the fact that this water cones out very cl ean.

It has virtually no sedinmentation in it. But we are
building this project to take advantage of that

wat er .

So you'll see in this graphic, that
effluent is noving downstream but it's also noving
into the floodplain habitat, so that we'll be m xing
our clean effluent in with the nore sedi nent | aden
Ri o Grande natural flows and creating an inproved
water quality, which is inproved habitat and inproved
overall water quality in the river.

Next sli de.

This project really is a collaborative
project. We couldn't do it w thout our partners.
The O fice of Natural Resources Trustee is a critical
partner, and we've been working with them fromthe
very beginning. But also, this requires us to work
very closely with our partner agencies, like
reclamati on and MRGCD, as well as working with the
Fish & Wldlife Service and | AC and the Al buquer que
open space. So we've been doing quite a bit of
outreach with all these agencies, coordinating with

them for site access.

Page 45

Paul Baca Professional Court Reporters 505.843.9241
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N oo o b~ W N

O T N N T e e e R R R N T
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o &~ W N +—» O

For exanple, Fish & Wldlife Service,
they' ve been really great. W've been neeting with
them They, actually, were the ones that identified
that we were focused on the fish, but this project
will create the nost continuous habitat for the
New Mexi co neadow j unping nmouse in the Mddle
Ri o Grande, sonething that they're really excited
about, because they think that continuous habit at
could actually do quite a bit for popul ation
recovery.

And then the IAC is doing restoration
projects in the Mddle Rio Grande, so we're
coordinating with them so that we actually can nake a
cohesive restoration of habitat in the Mddle
Ri o Grande benefiting comunity, species, and the
call of the Rio G ande River -- of the Rio G ande.

Next sli de.

So our current status is we're in
proj ect design. W just kicked off project design in
July of this year. And that neans we're al so
initiating permtting. So we have to go through
NEPA. We have to do Endangered Speci es Act
consul tations.

But we also are conpleting our funding

needs. The ONRT fundi ng, as Maggie said, is 550,000
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that we will be applying to construction. That |eft
us with the need to get additional funding to cover
permtting and project design, which we've been able
to do through capital outlay funding. Thanks to nany
of our state legislators, we've conpletely covered

t hat task.

So that we have roughly 3.1 mllion that
we need to conplete project construction to the ful
scale, full project build-out. And we just submtted
on Monday of this week, an application know River
St ewardship Program Grant. That a program through
NVED. They received $10 mllion in appropriations
fromthe bipartisan infrastructure, so that's a great
opportunity for us that we're excited about. W'l
be al so pursuing water trust board fundi ng, and have
continued our efforts with the state |egislature. So
we're close to being able to fully build out this
pr oj ect .

One thing that is really great is that
this can be done in phases. So we're going full
speed ahead with project design. W'Il nmake as much
progress as we can with construction and hope --
we're also working pretty, | don't want to say

aggressively, but pretty assertively to nmake sure we

get the full funding in place so that we can all get
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out there and enjoy it.

And, |like I said, ongoing public
outreach. We've been reaching out to the Puebl o of
| sleta. Anyone who wants to take a tour, we're very

happy to give a tour, or at least | am | like going
to the site and show ng the project area and tal ki ng
about what this is going to do for the Mddle
Ri o Grande.

And we are aimng to have construction
begin in late 2023.

Next sli de.

And with that, Madam Chair, |'d stand
for any questions.
CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Ms. Agnew and thank
you, Ms. Stebbins for the presentations. W really

appreciate it.

| don't know if there are any questi ons.

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY:
CHAI R PENA:  Yes,

VI CE CHAIR O MALLEY:

Madam Chai r.

el |,

to hear
the quality of water in the river.

we' ve been -- the river

know how you do that when there's so many different

Conmmi ssi oner
I 1

that there's an effort to cl ean,

O Mal | ey.

mreally gl ad

mean,

has been pol | ut ed.

to i nprove

it's a --

| don't

di scharges. Like, Ri o Rancho discharges their
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effluent into the river. | mean, once in a while you
see a dead cow floating by and stuff |ike that. |
mean, | don't know how you do that.

But 1'lIl tell you what, before all this
I ndustry and all this pollution cane about, we used
to have a lot of wildlife in the river. It would
conme through the acequias. You know, and |I'm an
i rrigator and people run the acequias, and it | ooks
pretty dead to nme. Maybe there's sonmething in there.
' mnot sure. But at one tinme, | saw a snake.

But in the old days, there used to be
tadpol es and all the turtles that canme in. It was
really wonderful, you know, to have this little piece
of the natural world conme into the urban center.
Which is why many of us are so conmtted to naking
sure the acequias remain and that we preserve that
and make sure that that happens for future
generations. So I'mglad to see that. You know, it
seens |like a very tough thing to do.

And | was just rem nded of all of the
pollution that's occurred to the groundwater over the
years and how it's affected our communities of col or,
in particular. Sawm ||l was one of them W worked
very hard to clean up the groundwater there, took a

| ot of resources. But now, of course, you know, it's
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a redevel oped area.

But yeah, | was just renenbering all of
t hat and, you know, the hard work that has been done
by communities to clean up, their efforts. And
they're the ones that have brought attention to it
and worked hard to get resources to it.

San Jose was anot her one that worked
really hard. That was a serious, serious -- what was
that called? It was one of the serious areas.
Superfund site. You know, as a result of all the
oils that were spilled and everything el se.

But quite frankly, before we started to
clean up the groundwater in Sawm ||, sonme people were
dyi ng because of liver damage and things |ike that,
so. ..

And this is good work. As nuch as you
can engage communities and their efforts to help --
help their own comunities, right, and get the work
done, that's great.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Comm ssi oner
O Malley. | seen your hand raise Council or
Fi ebel korn, but it's not raised anynore. Did you

have a question?

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN:  Yes, Madam Chair.
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Thank you. Sorry for ny technical problens tonight.

CHAI R PENA: That's okay.

COUNCI LOR FI EBELKORN: | just wanted to say,
| really love this project and very thankful that
we're really considering how to support endangered
species recovery. | just had a question. And it's
really a basic question.

But we tal ked earlier about river flows
being extrenely low Do we have enough river flowto
actually flood this area and keep this area fl ooded
| ong enough for silvery mnnow to grow in that area.
| just -- | want to make sure we've thought through
t hese new conditions that we're in.

M5. AGNEW Madam Chai r, Council or
Fi ebel korn, yes. That is actually a key part of our
analysis. One of the things that's been -- that's
pl agued restoration sites in the Mddle Rio Grande is
they've all gone with this 1500 cubic feet per second
fl ood fl ow, which neans that the river has to exceed
1500 cfs for a nmonth or nore in order for it to
benefit the species. And we just don't see those
flows in this reach of the river that consistently.

So we participate in the Mddle

Ri o Grande endangered species col |l aborative program

a very concise nanme, and as part of that, we've
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| earned quite a bit about the species. And one of
the things we've learned is not only do they need the
extra tinme in the floodplain to do the nursing part
of their growth pattern, but they -- we know that we
need to change how we' ve been desi gnhing these sites.
And we know what kind of flows we've been seeing on
average, and so all of that's going to be accounted
for in the project design.

| don't have that nunber because we're
going to nodel it and we're going to take a little
bit of data fromthe Mddle Ri o Grande agencies that
nonitor for the Rio Grande silvery mnnow to inform
our desi gn.

The other thing that we know fromthe

study of the fish is we know that they spawn in Apri

and late in May, and so we -- all of the information
that we have in hand indicates that we will get fl ows
that are -- we'll get spring flows that will be

happeni ng earlier, but we can account for that in
this design, as well. So we'll be targeting the flow
that we know -- we're fairly confident we can hit
with the projected surface water conditions, and to
be able to maintain a fl ooded habitat an inundated

habitat for a sufficient time to support the species.

And that's really thanks to this
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partnership with the Mddle Ri o Gande col | aborative
program And then we'll be working directly with the
Fish & Wldlife Service. They have an expert on the
Rio Grande silvery mnnow to nake sure we hit it.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Council or
Fi ebel kor n.

And | see Trustee Benavides with his

hand up.

MR. BENAVI DES: Yeah, | think | may have had
a simlar question in regard to the trade-off between
i ncreasing our floodplain, and what does that nmean
for the water that makes it into our aquifer versus
how much fl ows downstream

And | recognize that this is just a

smal | section of the river and it's probably not
| i kely to make nmuch difference, but is that sonething
that's bei ng consi dered?

M5. AGNEW Madam Chair, we -- |I'msorry.
Yeah, M. Benavides, so we don't -- we know t hat
t here's enough benefit that when the floodplains work
as they would wthout a heavily engineered river,
that there is a benefit to groundwater. And there's
actual ly even a benefit to groundwater quality then

t hose systens are connect ed.

This project doesn't have a goal, an
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obj ective to change the groundwater quantity or that
connectivity, though it is expected that as we

| nprove water quality for surface water, that we'll
see -- that we know i nherently when this floodpl ain
IS operating properly, that groundwater will benefit.

MR. BENAVIDES: All right. Thank you.

CHAI R PENA: That answered your question?
Okay. Thank you.

Are there any additional questions?
Comm ssi oner Quezada, it | ooked like you
wanted to say sonething.

COW SSI ONER QUEZADA: You know, | just
reiterate the thankful ness for the project. And, you
know, definitely sonething, you know, will benefit
here in Bernalillo County. And we're extrenely
grateful for the work. We know it's not easy. And,
you know, | know it's going to be part of the design
in order for it to be successful, so, you know,
that's why it's expensive and tinme consum ng, to make
sure the design is, you know, applicable. And so |I'm
just grateful.

And it | ooked really good. What a great
presentation and, you know, we're really excited to

see that noving forward. And if you need us to

advocate for you next session, it would be ny
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pl easure to do that. Because | would |like to see
this be the first of many to cone as we | ook up and
down the Mddle Rio G ande. Thank you.

CHAI R PENA: Thank you, Comm ssioner. I
woul d agree with your comments in terns of, you know,
what ever we can do, right?

And | really want to say that |
appreci ate Conm ssioner O Malley's comments, you
know, just, you know, as a person of color and part
of the, you know, famlies of original settlers that
were here, you know, and the Native Anerican
community that were here, that, you know, that
predates all of us, is that one of the things that we
al ways | earned growing up is that we reused -- you
know, we tal k about, you know, sonetines as a
communi ty how now, you know, people talk about fresh
veget abl es and they tal k about recycling, and
communities of color were forced to do those things.

| nmean, those are how we were raised.
We recycl ed everything, we reused everything. You
know, and knowi ng that as tine has gone on, as
Comm ssioner O Malley stated, with industry comng in
and seeing howit's inpacted the Rio Gande and all
t hose sanme nenories that she has a child with a

tadpol es and all -- you know, it's the same nenories
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that we had growing up. And I'mjust really happy to
see that we're putting an enphasis, especially in the

South Valley, that's been nost inpacted. Obviously

that's a Superfund site.

So | appreciate that work. | |ook

forward to seeing nore like that. And thank you all

for being here this evening. And with that,

adj ourn this neeting. Thank you. Have a good

eveni ng.
(Proceedi ngs adj ourned at

6:17 p.m)

we' ||
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AFFI RMATI ON OF COWPLETI ON OF TRANSCRI PT

I, Kelli Gallegos, DO HEREBY AFFIRM t hat on
August 17, 2022, the Al buquerque Bernalillo County
Water Utility Authority neeting was taken before ne
via video conference at the request of the Al buquerque
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority.

| FURTHER AFFIRM that | did report in
st enogr aphi ¢ shorthand the proceedings as set forth
herein, and the foregoing is a true and correct
transcript of the proceedings to the best of ny
ability.

| FURTHER AFFIRM that | am neither enpl oyed
by nor related to any of the parties in this matter
and that | have no interest in the final disposition

of this matter.

Kelli Gall egos

PAUL BACA PROFESSI ONAL COURT REPORTERS
500 4th Street, NW- Suite 105

Al buquer que, New Mexico 87102
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